
Ambassador Dr. Ivan Simonovic 
Président ECOSOC 
United Nations 
Room C-209 D 
New York, New York 10017 
USA 

Geneva, 22 July 2002 

Re: United Nations Working Group on Indigenous Peoples 

We. the undersigned support groups for Indigenous Peoples, who have been participating in the 
work at the United Nations-level for many years. would like to draw your attention to the 
following concern: 

At présent, we are aware of the fact that severai United Nations member states are considering 
that the récent establishment of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (PF) would make the 
United Nations Working Group on Indigenous Populations (UNWGIP) redundant. We therefore, 
want to submit to you, some considérations on this point: 

1) First of ail, the mandates of the UNWGIP and the PF are différent. 

The two-fold mandate of the UNWGIP is: 
* To review national developments pertaining to the promotion and protection of human 
rights and fondamental freedoms of indigenous peoples; and 
* To develop international standards concerning the rights of indigenous peoples, taking 
account of both the similarities and the différences in their situations and aspirations 
throughout the world. 

Whereas, the Permanent Forum is to serve as an advîsory body to the Economie and Social 
Council, with a mandate to discuss indigenous issues related to économie and social 
development, culture, the environment, éducation, health and human rights. The Permanent 
Forum shall: 

* Provide expert advice and recommendations on indigenous issues to the Economie and 
Social Council of the United Nations, as well as to programmes, ftmds and agencies of the 
UN through the Council; 
* Raise awareness and promote the intégration and coordination of activities relating to 
indigenous issues within the UN System; and 
* Prépare and disseminate information on indigenous issues. 

2) The UNWGIP has not yet completed its mandate. Further work on universal standard setting 
on Indigenous rights should therefore still be actively pursued. 

3) The work of the UNWGIP and PF are to be complementary and mutually supportive. This was 
the understanding by Indigenous Peoples when they first began their discussions on the 
establishment of the PF and is their présent understanding as well. 



4) The Indigenous Peoples présent at this 20' session of the UNWGIP have made a very positive 
assessment on the usefulness of the UNWGIP, both on the work that has been completed thus far, 
as well as on the work which this Working Group could stitl undertake in the future. 

It is for ail of thèse reasons that we support the Indigenous Peoples in their call for the 
continuation of the UNWGIP. 

Sincerely, 

f -$ 
Patricia Borraz, Almaciga, Spain 

00. 7 < / 
Pierrette Birraux-Ziegler, DoCip, Switzeriand 

Miriam Anne Frank, the Netherlands Centre for Indigenous Peoples (NCIV), The Netherlands 

ce: 
Ms. Mary Robinson, High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Mr. Miguel Alfonso Martinez, Chairperson UNWGIP 
Mr. John Scott, Secrétariat UNWGIP 
Mr. Paulo Sérgio Pinheiro. Chairperson, Sub-Commission 
Mr. Per Stig Moeller, Minister of Foreign Affairs Denmark, Chair of Council of Minister, 
European Union 
Mr. Christopher Patten, Commissioner for External Relations, European Union 


